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= ox » | ſay, with theſe 
= = things "4 (0. your Chriſtjan 
b:.. - * together with the EO 10 
mm did readily in- „„ 
lined for all ho look N 
der your prote ion; and to lay down 
upon chat ſubj as : ir bleſſed Sarios ur — Acditadions 
up» Out bien Yiours Nativity ; 
your Door. "ou 8010 ativity and Birth, at 


Hoping 


Ss | 
Hoping ye will take it In, caſt the Mantle of in auſpicious 
Aiped be cupon ae ſuffer it alſo with the poor Man's Bu lam 
in chat 2 Sam. 12: 3. to grow up with ycur ſelves, if petatgen- 
cure it may bring bleſſings to your hopeſull poflerity, as the Ark 
of the Lord did to the Houſe of Oed: Edem, while it abode there, 
1 muſt indeed acknowledge, tbat my prefumpticn in this parti. 
culat may be juſtly tax'd, but the impieſſion that all, who have 
the honour of your Acquaintance, have of your good · n ill d ge- 
nignity 10 all people, ſecuring me from the Charge, hath cem. 
manded my pen to make (his adventure, and beredy to fignily 


bow much | am 


Your Honour's 
. moſt obliged, obedient and 
"2 devored Servant, | 


— Henry Walker: 


| John 85 36. | 8 
* Your Father Abraham rejoyced to ſ ce My 
day: and be ſaw it, and was glad, 


E have ourSaviout in the preceeding Verſes of this Chap- 
ver, maincaining 2 hot conflict with the ineredulous 
Few, in proving himſelt the Son of God, an4 dif- 
© proving chem as Abraham's Seed: for as much as 
they did not the works of Abraham, while they went about io 
kill him, an innocent perſon, who told them the Truth which he 
had heard of God, which 45r2bam would not have done; fo that 
upon no juft ground could they call themſetves his Children. Nay 
but rather the Children of the Wicked one ſeing bis works they 
did who hath been a Murderer and Lyar from the beginning, & 
abode not in the Truth. And in this very inflance in my Text, te · 
futes cheir prezenationsta Sonſhip and Filiztion with Abr ab am, for 
"that be rejoyced co fee his Day,and through the proſpect of Faith 
12 , even at the diſtance of ſo many hundreds of years, and was 
glad: Tour Father Abraham rejoyced to ſee my day, viz: the day 
_ of my coming in the Fleſh; Tha' ſome Commenrztors referr this 
to the day of Chriſts paſſion, ſhadowed forth in Iſaac the Son of 
the promjle, which cannot be recelved; and therefore for ths better 
underſtanding of the Words, know, chat this Word Day is vari- 
ouſly taken in holy Writ, ſome times for the Day naturall, con- 
ſiſting of twenty four hours, ineluding alſo the Night: fome times 
far zhe day artificial, conũſting of twelve, as Joh, 11: 9: are there 
not twelve hours in the day? f any Wan walk in the day be dune 


- 


(86 3 
hb got: ſometimes for a ſeaſon of Grace under the Goſpel dif- 
penſation, as Rom: 13 12: The gigbt 7s far ſpent, the day ig at 
Hand, Nc. ſome times alſo for the Night of Adverſity, as Iſa : 10: 

17: and the light of Iſrael ſhall be for a Fire,and dis Holy one for 
a Flame, and it ſbal burn and d:vrur bis briers ard thorns in one 
day: forme times it is taken for thetound and wholſome Doctrine 
of Heavenly Truth, as Job. 9:4. 1 muſt work while ii is day; Cor. 
3. 13. Every mans work (hal be made marifeh, fr the day (hal de- 
clare it, KC, 1 Thell, 5. 8. but let as who are of the day, be / ber; 
And laſ(lly,it is taken for that ſpace a Man lives in, doth any not- 
able det, or ſuffefeih any great thing, as Ibrabam here tej y ced 
to ſee Chtiſſs Day Cc. In which Words, in ſhert, ye hace conſide - 
rable thele o particulats. 46 1/7, ©T he Portiarch's Exultaticn, 4. 
%raham rejoyced. 2ſy, The occaſion thereof, his confident expes 
ation of the Meſſiabs inearnation, He ſim it and was glad, as if 
de tad laid, he (aw with an Eye of Faith what at this day ye bes» 
hold withan Eye of Fleſh, he believed that would come, which 
how ye ſee is come: yer Sceing it (elf will not be Belfeving 
with you, but tho' from the writings of the Prophets, which ye 
your ſelves acknowledge and own, The works 20d miracles which. 
1 have done, it may appear to your clear ecnv'& ion, that lam ihe 
promiſed Meſſiab and the Lord's Chriſt, vet ye will notbelieve nor 
come to me that ye may have Lite :and ſo, however ye may flats 
ter yourſelves that ye are Abrabam's Children, and weie never in 
Bondage unto any, Abraban's children actording to the Fai h 
ate ye not, neither walk ye in his ſteps, and therefore may ſearch 
rather the Records of Hell for your Pedegtee ind Original; which 
in the firlt place clearly ſays. That they are not all Iſrael who are 


'of Iraely neither is be a Few who is one cutwardly, nor tat Cir« A 


cumtiſion nh ch is outward in the Eleſh, but he ls a Jet that is 
one jinwardly,in heart and conſcience before the Lord: ſo that cut- 
ward advantage cemmend not to God, for nei her is a Man better 
if he eat, nor the worſe if he eat not; What the better is a Man 
for Ordinances, un'ets he be bettered bs ordinances? is a Ship may 
periſh within ſigh cf Harbour, and a Child way die with Breaft 
in Mouth, even 1» 2 Aan may be not far from the Kingdom of 
Haven, and jet never come there, as our Saviour ſaid 0 he 
| crite 
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Scribe in the Goſpel; ſo that you mull beware of being found in 


the ou'er-court only, that (hall be trodz under Foot of the Gen. 


tiles Nay but in the inoer court, worſhipping before the Altar: and 
therefore ſeing it will be no plauſible plea for glory that you was 


torn within the ſound of A4 ont Bell:; 2nd ſprinkled with holy 
Water in Baptiſm, and that thou caoft lay with the cus of old, 


the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, how importu» 


nate ſheuldſt thou be with Heaven, that as hitherto It hath been 


thy priviledge and dignity to hear ſo much of a Saviour by the 
hearing of the Eat; ſo in like manner, it may be thy happineſs 


and mercy, to find ſomething of Chriſt upon thy Heart and Con- 


ſcience, tranſlating thee from Darkneſs, co his marvellous Light, 
that thou mayft receive Remiſſion of Sin, and all thy Tranſgteſ- 
ſions may be blotted out, when times of refreſhing ſhall ecme 


from the preſence of the Lord; and ſo upon juſt and relevant 


ground, thou may be called one of Abraham's Children and 


Seei, But leaving this, | come to the Scope of the Text, vis, 


That the approaching mianifeltation of the Son of God in the 


Fieſh, was matter of no ſmall comfort and conſolation to the 


faithful In the o Teſtament times, unto theſe who were faved 


dy bel eving in him, that was to come, as we under the New co. 
nomy are ſaved by Faith io him that is already come, and not to 


be looked for, till be appear the ſecond time unto Satvarionz aud 


which is repreſented under the Notion of a Day, and fitly fo too; 
For Imo, As the dawning cf the Day is a pleafanc fight io the 
World, after a long and dark Night: as tis ſaid of the Ship's. Crew 
that St. Faul was embarqued with, in the 27.4, 36.v. That when 


they ſaw the Day coming cn after a whole forthnights darkneſs, 
they were all of good cheer, and tock meat: But what greater 
reaſon have we to rejoyce and be exceeding glad, io that the daik - 
ne is of Error, Ignorance and Unbelief, we lome time of day lay 
_ under, is now ſcattered and diſpelled, Life and Immortality 
brovght to light through the Goſpel 'and we ſo happily delive - 
1ed trom the Deluſions of the Heathen World, ho are worſhip 


ping this day they know not what: Some the hoſt of Heaven, the 
Sun, Moon and Statrs, ſome Ritts; n: Cats, ſome Stocks, Stones 


and Graven-images, the work gi Menz bandszend ſome Sathan _ = 


4K 


* 


ſelf in the Figure zud Shape of Min: ſo that well miy we ſay, 
That were it not for Chtiſt and the Goſpels ſake, of ali Creature; 
we ſhould. be moſt miſerable, we ſhould be budled up in darkneſy 
age oe of our Lite, and In end paſs from Darkneſs to daik . 
nels. but N 5 l 
24d. Chriſis Manifeſtation may be fiily likened and com- 
ated to a Dey; For although in the night all the beaſts of the 
Foreſt cieep faith; the Leung Lyons war aftet their prey & 
ſeek their meat from God; Yet when the Sud ariſeth, Man goeth 
forth to his Work and plyeth his Labour, hard till the evenipg 
vf the day: even ſo, ſeing the Sun of Righteousneſs zroſe this 
day with Healing in his Wings, how may we walk now without 
ſtumbling, whereas he that is under the power of ſpiritual datk. 
neſs, warders up and down, and knows not whither he goes, but 
to God he goeih not, ior God is light. and in him there is no daik 
nn,, 5 j 
ziio As when the day is broken and the Sun riſen, a man ſces 
not only to walk, but work alſo: even ſo, ſeing the Lord has 
made the day Spring from on High to viſit u“, 1 fight to eniight. 
eu our ſe]ver, ſome time of day poor blind Gentiles, and to direct. 
our feet into zhe paths uf Pezce, how may we work the works of 
him who ſent us into the World, yea work our our Salvation wich 
_ trembling. Whereas he that walketh in the Night of the World 
cannot work arigat, as a Work man that needeth not to be aſham- 
ed, he can neither Pray, praiſe, Repent, noi believe nct do Holy 
Duties, afier a Holy Manner: true, he may ſet about external per. 
Jormances, but if thy Sacrifice be not offered up upon the Altar of 
@ believing heart add Sanciified foul, jr can never go up as à pillar 
of Smoak, before rhe Lord, wherein the Father of Mercy maß 
Imell a Savour of feſt, for wharſoever is not of Faith is fin, 
Tes, oo wonder that Abrabam could thus rejoyce to ſee Chrifle 
Day, bectuſe that was to be a Day of Redemption to Iſrael, 4 
Day > great jo to all Feople, If a Man wee all In Tatters ard = 
RK: ges, how fain would be be of a Change of taiment, orifa 
Man were drown'd ib debt and had nothing to pay, or Capiive 
zmapg ite Turks, ard there put either to Labour in their Vine 
yaids vr io Tugg at the Oar is the Ga/.cy, how glad would he 15 


fitm their Faith and Belief change?” apum 


v3 
& 
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to be oma l au a rate, and onde to ſeo che diy of bis own N 


dempt ion, from that Slavery and Bondage? this was the Caſe df -- hy 
Fallen ard Forlotus Aan, fili God iaiſeq up for him Horn of 


Salvation In the Houſe of his Cant David, Tbe day of the Jets 
Delwerence from Hamas Conſpiracy was reputed a day of 
tcating and gladngfy of. heart, and accordirgly appointed to de 


keep! as 2 Memoria throughogt their Geparations, that it ſhould 
not fail trom among the Fee, nor perifli from their Secd, and 


ought not the . + our Lerdi Nat iuity, to bo celebrated and 


oblerved in a thankfull Remembrance and Commemoration of 


| that Salvation, he has brought unto u:? there being row a Saves 
our born unto us in Bet hiebem the City i David even Fefra Chrilt, 


the Lord, and Mans Redeemer.. &nd theaefme well might the 


 Patriarchs of Old, as Abraham here, rejoyce upon the thoughts 


| Adminicies to con- 


of the apptoach of this Dey; Having fo many 


* 


dees: !or what might. de the import” of the Mitod of thoſe Birds 


and Beaſts that were flain and ſacrifited vnder the Levittewl-dif- 
penſatica? thoſe Lambs, Rams, Pigeons, Turtle Doves, Bullocks 


and Goars,w2s not this a. Type, Figure, Emblem & Repreſentative of 


that Immaculat Lamb, which 16 che fullneſs of time ſhould comes : 


to take awzy ibe fins of the World? and might not alſo the promilſ- 
es made to this effect, have Hiengehned their Faith concerning 


his day? as Genel. 3. 15. Ard wnto the Sepent (aid the Lord 


I will put Enmity beitveen thy ſecd and her ſeed, it ſhall bruiſe thy 


bead and tho (hail bruiſe bis heel. Where there js War proela- 
med, between the Mamas leed, and the Serpents brood, import- 

irg that we hive a Spititual warfare to Manege, for proving us 
in the Wilderneſs, before We can be poſſeſſed of be promiſed. 


land, and that however wee may have our own fightings in the 


fieſh, yet ia end we ſhall overcome, and over all ovr eremies be 


more than Conquerouts, though him that hath Loved us: be- 


ing only hurt in ihe Fee), which is one of the extremities of the 
body, and conſequerily a $rvite there, the leſs mortal and deadly: 


Neither by Seed herein a bigaratiue ſenſe, ate collectively to be 


underſtood. Mee than one. As Gd in the days of cld ſaid to 4- 
v raham the Fathet of ihe 7 Ons Geneſis 17, I wil! be thy God 


and 


r rw 
W.. on 


The legal Sactis 


E 10 


tend the God of thy Sced, 1 will bleſs thre and thy ſeed, and unto 


bee and thy Seed will I give this Laed. Nay, but by Seed here is 


meant an individual and fingalar Ore. While it Is promiſed that 


II. viz, the M-f:zb who was to be the Seed of the Woman, and 


to ſoring forth from Adar Loins according to the fleſh, ſhould 


deſtroy the pow2r of tha wicked oe: and that this promiſe te- 
lates to Chriſt the ſpecial Seed, is evident from Gezeſ. 12 2. 
And in thee ſhil all the Frmiliee of the Farth he Bleſted. as alf 
Galat. 3 16. and tw Abrabin and bis Seed were the promiſes 


male he fayeth not and unto Seeds, as of many, but to Seel 2s of 


One, even Cbriſf, and xs it is 1. Chron, 17. and ui. And l wil! 
reiſe up thy Seed after thee: 5278in the Lord, which is Chriſt, 8% 
mon Davids Suxcels ot in che Crow? being born already; Bur fur. 
A 5 5 
Here alſo centers the line of the Pre pheſies concerning the com. 


ing of the Heſiab 23 Geneſ: 49 10. The Scepter Hall not de. 


part from Fadab or a Law. tber from between his Feet fill Shnoh 
come and unto him ſhi the gathering of the people be, And did 


not this ac: rlingly come ta paſs, in that Cheitt was born in the 


days of Herod ths foo of Aipatet the Edymenn? the Scenrer ha. 
_ving now denarted from Judah. as alſo, lai. 5 14 Behold a 
Virgin ſhal conceive and bear a ſon, and ſhall call bis Name In. 
manuel. We read in the precceling Verſes of that Chapter, of 


an accutſed confederacy fer cn foot by two po ent Potentates 


and Piinces, Regin King of dy- ia, and Pe&th the Son of Remalich 
King of [/rar/, againt Fudah and Feruſalem, in ſo much that 
the heart of az and his peaple was moved in them as the 
Trees of the Wood ate hzken with the wind, whereupon the pro- 


phet in the name ot the Lord, fes them of a Deliverance from 


the two Tails uf chef: ſmarking Firehrand , for diſpaſſeſſing them 
of all ſuca Panick feat, and requires allo the King 19 aſk a 
dign whereby he might be confirmed in the belief of that fal- 
va.ion bu! what is the K res reply thereunto, V. 12, 4 will 
alk no Sign, {ayer he. tel her in the depth, nor height above, 
nor wili | tempt the Lord, As if he had been fearfull 


10 Cſteng, but this ſpake he, as a wretched hypocrite, in con - 


tempt of God, a3 if he bad faid, I muſt not take any ſuch ww 


Tc 


1 3000000 F 
but 2s 2 wiſe King look to my ſelf, and ſeek ſuceout ed help 
from an other hand, Allies that I may rely upon, the Aſſyrian? 
he meint: but what is the Prophets Duply to this Rep * There. 
fore the Lord himſelf ſhall give you a Sign, Bohold a Virgin 
eſhall conceive; As if he had ſaid.tho? neither thou nor thy Sub- 
jetts for the moſt part deſerve any favonr ot ſign, yei for the eom 
fort of thoſe few Believers that live within thy Dominion, will 
mind you of a far greater favour and ſign, which God hath pro. 
miſed, and will in due time perform, and which is alfna Pledges 
of the certain accompliſhment ot all his Promiſes, Bebold a Vir. 
eis hal conceive. „ N * 
Ob. But may thou ſay, how could the birth of a Virgin, which 
vv as not to come for many Ages after, be a ſign of Fadab's deliver 
tance from the preſent danger ? „„ 
An. This ſign is here inſtanced and adduced for fortliying 
their Falch of that temporal Salvation, God was o work for them: 
for as we ſpeak in Fhiloſopby, Qui poteſi majus poielt minus, i, e. 
he that cau ad & atchieve hatder and greater matters, May cally 
do leſſer things it being more for God 0 cauſe à Virgin to bring 
ſorth than to deliver his people itom cheir enraged fes. And 
cotreſpondent alſo to this, is that other word of propheſie, IIa: 9, 
6. unto us a child is born, unts us a ſon is given; KG | 
Que. But muy thou l fay, how came tbe Prophet to expreſs. 
hiwielt thus, ſeing he Child Jeſus was not yet born, not for 
hundteds of years thereaficer ? (| 
As. It was the wiy of this Evangeilcal Prophet or Propheti- 
cal Evangeliſt to ſpeak of things in the pteſent, to hold forth 
unto us the undoubted truth and veracity thereof in the future 
Tenſe, and chat for belghtning our hope in the precious promiſes 
of the word that by Faith ws might receiye che aacompliſhment 
thereof. Faith being the ſunitance ol things looked for and Ee 
vidence of things not ſeen; Heb. 11. 1. So that he that hath Faith 
to believe the truth of the Premiſes, may eaſily perſwade himſelf 
of the reality of future Events dnd FT | 
Lauly, here alſo axes che Lins of the Reſponſes of the ancient 
Sybills, or old Heathen Qracles, which pointed at this, that the 
Son of God ſhould be mage manifeit in the Fleſh. And as this 


ms 


223 


1 = „„ 
was prefigured by the legal Obligations,promiſed to the Fathers, 


and foretold by the Prophets; 10 it is accordingly to day tu!fiiled 


in our Ears, 25 Joh, I. 14. The word was made fleſh, and dwelt 
among ut, i. e Chit the Eſſential Subfianrizl and Eternal WORD 


was made fleſh and ſo called, becauſe 2; the Tongue is the in- 


terpreter of tha Mind, and by words we exprefs bur Thoughts, 
even ſo it hath p'ealed the Fa ner to fignity, by his $or to the 


VVoridy his will and pi-aſure concerniog the Salvation of Ai in. And 


2s it is alfo Luke 2, 7. where 1t i 1aid, That Mary Brought forth 
ber fir ft bern ſon, wrapped him in ſwadli-g cloat he, and lad him 
in a manger, becauſe there mas no room for them in 1he Inn, for 


the underſtanding whereof,know, rhat a Dectee having come forth 


from duguſtus Ce/ar for taxing the whole VYorld lyable to the 
Romiſh ſuriſdi ton, as the Jewiſh Common wealth at this time 
was, and the ſeveral Subjects being obliged 10 repair to the Head · 


Burghs of their reſpedtive Counties; for ſatisfy ing his Taxation: © 


Juoſepb with his betrothed Wife Mary, among the ref, betake 


themielves to Berhichem the Cicy of David, where Zefſe's Family 


was bound to aufwer; But fo it is, that there was there ſuch 2 
confluence of people, that that little Village was nor able to ac- 


commodat-all, and eſpecially the meaner ſort ( among which 
Mary mas ) wito wete not capable to defiay the Expenſe of the 


beſt Lodgings : wherefore her Hour being now come, and her 


Caild-bearing pains upon het, ſhe is neceſſitat to retire to an Office · 


Houſe belonging to (he Quarter, where after th: manner of Wo. 


men {he brings forib her fi ſt born into the World, as tis ſaid 


there, that. ſhe brought fortb her firſt-· born Son: wrapped bim in 
Swadling-cloarhs, &c thereby dilcovering both Picty and Vers 


tue, Piety in contertirg her felf with ſuch a contemptible Aparts 


ment, 2nd Vertue in taking ſo much care of the bleſſed Babe: for 
by wrapping himin Swadling-cloarths is mesot à pericrmance of 


all ſuch offices as an ocra ſion of that naiuse does require. contrary 
io the practices of ſuch mooſttuous Miſcreants among out ſelves, 
a5 do net orly neg!e@, but deRroy the Fruits of their YYV.cmb: 
which is a flying in the Face of the very Law of Natuie, as we'll 


as thar of both G dN Man, & not only ſo;ei ther, tut was have fur» 
theimoie in che 10. v 08 the Sorefaid Chapter, an inumation of our 


Saviour: 


35 4 
« 1 
2 
7 
. 
49 
3 
: 995 
82 
1 
mw 
= 
1 2 „ 
1 
bo 
1 
2 
8 
5 
1 '4 3 
. 
P's "4 4 
* 


. 
#. 7 
Vs 
= 
. 
"oh 


| - (13: 6 
Saviour 's Naelvity made by the Angel Cabvielf td the Shepherds, 
keeping their Flocks in the upeo fields, faylng, Acbo/d I Bring you 
glad tydings of great joy which ſbal be unto all prople: for unto 
how 1 o in this. day, in tbe City of David, a Saviour which ig Chriff 
—_— 


2%. But how came ſuch 2 News-monger to bring ſuch ryd: 


ings firſt ro SBbepherds. : 
Anſ. Betauſe the promife was firſt made to men of that oeeu: 

pation and calling, as Jacob's Sons 3ccounted themſelves to Pha. 

raoh, Geneſ. 47. 3. thy Servants are Shepherds, ſay they: the 


good Shepherd alfo, as he ſtyles hlmfeli, and chief Shepherd ag 


elſewhere he is termed, is there revealed 10 a company of poor 

Shepherds keeping their fl>ck» in the open fields, to ſhem that 
it is not many wiſe, rich or noble that Gad calls, but t he Baſe and 
contemptible things of the worid, to confound the things that be; 


that no fleſh ſhouid glory in bis preſence Neither did theſe News 


ſalute their Ears when idle, but buſied about the Duties of theie 


ty ard to beſtow our time on him; who doth ſo freely t eto 


the ſame on us; ſeing God hath promiſed to bleſs our diligence, 


du no where our idlene's: fo that if ever thou #onideft wich 
Cod might maniteſt himſelf unto thee» thou muſt b: (e ſulous in 
the Offices and Dudes both of thy General & Parricuixr Capacity 
and Calling in the World: tor Bleſſed is tba [crvant whom the 
Lord at bis coming ſhat find ſo doing. Wherefore for the farther 


cleariog of this Pofirion and Truth, That the Son ot God was © 


made manifeliia the fleſh» and the Day that Abraham afar off, 
ſaw, did avcordingly dawn upon the Sons of Men: | ſhal mike 
this Diſquiſition thereabout; A» ine, To enquire how he came in» 
to tbe World: 2dty where he was born, and 3dly what time. 
às to the it, 1 (hall treat a litile of his Conception, which was 
the very loweſt hep of his Humiliation, for that being Man he 


' ſhould die, was not fo very ftupendijous & wondetſul, ac that be. 
\ing the Son of Godehe thould become theSon of Man. This is more 
ſurprizing than if the moſt glorious Angel or Arch angel that ex - 


cell io ſuength, ot moſt Auguſe Monateb upon the Face of the 
Earth ſhould become 3 —— Toad: whente St. Perl term: 
8 2 — 4 this 


Calliog; which ſays,rhat we ought tu G'1 up every Day with Du - 
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this 2 myſtery, bout all controverſy, ſays he, great is the 
myſtery af goditneſs,God was manifeſt in the 2 ſeen of Angels, 
reac! wo Id and recen. 


preached unto the Gentiles, believed en inthe 
ed up into glory: And O! monde: of worders, and miracle cf 
all miracles ! for Eternity it ſelf to te obliged ro Time for Ny. 


ration, Heaven to Earth tor place, for e Arcrent of Days to be. 
come an Infant of a Span long for | 7 tbai thurcred in the 


Clouds to cry in the Cradle, for a V 11gin to conceive, and the Mo: 
ther to be younger than the Chilo (he. did ber: this we ate to be. 
| Lieve as moſt certain ard true, tho' rhe eme we cannot compte. 


hend vow,cill the Day break with u, a ih dos of Errour 


& Ignorance fly 2 way. Wherefore as to his Conception, it would 
te conſidered; Whereof he wzs conce ed, How he was conceived, 
and How much alſo this a»noyed icme: As to the tirf? of u hic 


hen he took upon him to redeem Markind, he dic not deſpiſe 
*he Virgins Womb, be took not upon him the nature of Angele, 
But the feed of 4brahem,bisBleiied Body being formed of the fleſn 
& ſubliance of he VirginMary,not created of no thing nor imme. 
diatly formed out of the Duſt of the Ground, 2: that of the Proto. 
plaſt er firſt Man's watgneither feicht he bis &{h from Heaven as 


ſome Hereticks did tancy & dream et was 2 Fart of cur Nature 


only aſſum'd into the perſonality of the Son of God elite 25 the An. 


clents dilpute well, he bad ſatisfied only for a part thereof; In 
fo much, that if he bad daken unto him 2 reafonable Suvl only, 
then the Body had periſh: for ever : Ur it a true Body only, they 


the Soul had been puniſht wich everlaſtirg Deitruthion from the 


pieſence of the Lord, and glory of his pose: But the was mace 
like unto his Brethren in all thipgs, ſin only excepted, as Luke 


i: 35. and the Argel {aid umo her the power of the mon High 


Hall come upon thee,and the Holy Ghoſi ſhall overfhadow thee, 
rand that Holy thir.g that ſhali be born of thee thall te called 
the Son of God N or was this done without ſome diſturhzrce; 
Joſe pb can ſleep none; Maries Honour muſt be called in queſti- 

on, and an Angel muſt be feat dowo from Heaven tor clear her 
Credit, and ta make à Calm in the midſt of this Storm. And is it 


any beitet in the matter of the new Birth? which is a Ludibiie 
iethe Wold: becauſe the Natural Man kaoweth not the 


things. 
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things of God, they ste fooliſhneſs unto bim, neither indeed can 
he know them, in regard they are ſpiritually diſcerned, But 2d:y. 


 Chrift beiog thus conceived, be behoved to be born. "And h 
might his 


other be? one of the great Ladies of the World? No 
verily, bat a mean Virgin in Iſrae! ( as ſhe her ſelf acknow. 


ledges » May by Name, and an Hand maid alſo, beirothed to 
an other Man, the Carpenter 7o/eph ; 2s appears from Luke 2. 


Where *4is faid rhey brought for their Offering a pair of Turtle. 
doves or tio young Pigeons, which were the Odjaticn of the 
poorer fort of the People 1 

2 Why condeſcended he to be thus born of a Virgia * 2, A 


mean Virgin? And 3: A betrothed Virgin ? As to the 1//, This 


was done, that the Scripture might not be broken, but eſtabliſhz 


forever, that had ſpoken ſo of him for however Heaven and 
| Earth may paſs away, yet one Jorg of Gods Word cannot fall 


to the Ground, but whatever the mouth of the Lord of hoſts has 
ſpok en muſt be accompliſhed, 3nd ſhall accordingly come to paſs: 


2. Thathe might be freed from the guilt of Adam's firft Sins 


if bis deſcent from his Loyns had been after a Natural and Ordi- 
naty way, he could not but have been involved in his Traufgreſ- 


- fien; but fo it is, his Deſcent was preternatural, and extraordinity: 


for as God the Bleſſed Mediator had no Mother, as Man no Fa- 
ther: fo that we may well ciy out with the Prophet I/aie), who 


can declare bis Generation? But 2dly, as he was born cf a Vir- 
in cf a mean one, no leſs, io ſet a Leſſon cf Humility unto the 


Sons of Men, and that the meanefs of his Birth might ſandify 


ours; fo wat do Chriftian. upon that Score ſhould be comemn- 
ed cr defpiſed;zfur was not David akeu from the Sheep · coats and 
tollowing the Ewes big with young, to leed Jacob God's Peo · 


te, and l/ act his Jaheritance ? There be many abroad in the 


World, bow loftje are their Eyes ! and their Hears lifted uf! up- 
on the thoughts of their Fedegiee and Ex ra@s,thar they are the 
iſſue and off prirg of the Grardees and Princes of the Earth: a 
thivg the Lord of Glory was ut'cily denyed unto, that ne may 
learn to walk buinbly with our Goc: And not only fo ei her but 
this Virgin, Chriſt was boin of, was tteirothed to an other Mau, 


which was done fyr-bis honout and fatety in his Non-age and 
7 3 5 Inlan- 
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Infancy, whlle it was fald, that Joſeph the ſuppoſed” Father of 
Jeſus, fle! with his Wite Mary A. Egypt and the Babe je- 
| tus, wheiz they abode until the Death of Herd the King. 
And row, was he thus conceived in the Womb of 2 Virgin, and 
born of her yet without Sin? in like manner muſt thou be ſpiricu+ 
ally conceived in a chaſt aud Virgin Soul, whoſe Vertues the 
Devil has not debautcht, nor has it polluted it ſelf with Its Idol:: 
The Love of Gad and that of Sin being as incomputible in the 
ſame fubject, meaſure and degtee, as Lighc and Darkneſs, Night 
and Day, Iron and Clay: And as Mary was betrotbed to the 
Carpenter Joſeph, even fo muſt that Soul of thive be eſpouſed 
unto God, that being married io another, thou mayſt bricg forth 
Ftuit unto the Lotd y all thy affeRions muſt be Gxt on him, 
leſt gading abroad with Facab's Daughter, thou return de flowred 
and defiled; and therefore could David ſay, whom baue I in Hea- 
ven but thee, O Lord, and in Earth there is none my ſoul deſires 
be ſides thee: in a word, he was born according io the fleſh, 
that thou mighitſi be regenerat according ro the Spirit, and made 
one with bim, as he Is one with the Father: Which brings me 
to the Circumſtances of his Nativity, and theſe two more eſpecl · 
ally, as the place where, ard the tine eheny the former being 
not Feruſalem, which was the Metropolis of the Kingdom of 
Judah, but Berhiebem a lincte- Countrey Village, yez the kaft of 
all che Oities of Judah, not was be dora in the belt Houſe thereof, 
but in an Inn; not in the beſt Room of the lun, but rhe Stable 
thereof; denotirg thereby, that we deſetve not the meaneſt 
place 10 live in, cr the common air to breath in, having forfault- 
ed, in our Grand *father Adam, Lite it felf, with all the ſeveral 
Bleſſings and Cemforis thereof z But yet in that te is born in 
the Stable of the lun, which was the cidinary Receptacle aud 
 Todeice place ot Comers and Gvers, this ſays that be was the 
Commoa Saviour of all, but ſpecially of ſuch as believe; ſo that be 
who he will bat frererdGod and worketh Rightcouſneſs before "I 
bim, ſhai be accepted wuh bim: and he that was bern in be 
Stable of 20 len ſhell be a Saviour unto him, and to the chlef of "A 
Sinrers. Alſc, who have been willow irg as Bealts in the Puddle 
of Senf alli, if they (bail come to be ſeullble of their a, ond K 
oro 2 
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ſotrowfull for the fame. as Mitth. 11, 28. Come unto me all. 

ye that Labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you reſt, 
Bu? chen 28 to the I: e when, tit happy day ip ken of here 


in the wards of my 162dinz, did fit fine upon the World, St. 


Paul tells ur Galar. 4. 4. That when the fullneſs of the time was 
come God ſent forth bis ſon inſinusting that tho the viſion may 


Larry, yer the appointed dime will comes there was great expecta - 


tion of ihe Me/Fab. but yet till the Fallneſs of time, he came not. 


So that thou mayeſt look for comfturt, quiet and eaſe; but God. 


mult have his time in granting ne ſe things unto thee, and with 


patije ce and reſignation thou mult avait his ieaſure, till be (hall 


work 2 deliverance for thee our of a-[ thy rrouvles and difirefles, 
But 24 Ctrift was born Now, woen tbe Fervrſh Eitare 
w25 4: iis lowe? ebb, Now when the Eceprer was departed from 


Judah, and a Lawgiver from between bis feet. Now when the 


Fewsr, who had been à free Nation and people before, were made 
trioutaties to the Romans, imporcing, that Chiilt can be a preſent 
Aid to his own in the time of their gteateſt need; and that he 
can make Mans extremity, his opportunity: May be Gods hand 
no ſooner N but prelently thou would have ſuccout and 
help, but G:ds time for the Molt part is not till all Humane 
Aid and help begin to fail, and things be at the very worſt with 
us, But yet he came according to the judgement of moſt, about 
the four thouſand year of the Worlds ſtanding, oubers affirm a- 
bout the three thoufand Nine hunared and fortie ſeventh year of 
its age: bur tho it be not fo eaſie to make ſo very exact 3 com- 
putation now, at the diſtance of feventeen hundred and fix years, 


yet moſt certain it is that he came when Auguſtus Ceſar eauſed 


all the World to be taxed, and that as the accompliſhment of 
that Pr-pheſy, recorded in Dan: 2, 44. t bat in the dayes of the 
Roman K ngs God ſhould fer up another Kingdom, which ſhould 
batszr, brezk and defiroy ail other Kingdoms; but it elf ſhould 


Hand for ever, Ani therefore wharevert Kingdom thou may oe a 
 ſubjett of, or whatever City thou may be a Deniſon of, let it 
de thy. care to be a ſubjett of thar Kingdom that can not be 


ſthakeo. Thbe particular day V of his birth is generally be- 
lieved to have been the ewe. ty fiftn of December, which is aſus 
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day,conform ro the Practice ofthe Prim' tive Chureb and Sentiment 
| ofthe Fathers, For my own pst 1 will not be fo Dogmatical up 
on the head, as either to adopt rhit opinion for an article of my. 
Creed, and as little will 1 obirude it upon others; bur ſeing we 
all profeſs to believe that che MefgaÞ is come, and that he js 
nut ro be expected till he appeai the ſecond time unio Judgement. 
and this in oppoſi ion to the Heathen World, who know nothing 
about him; zs alſo the v cus who do not believe he is as yet come 
and the Church bath handed it down to us throvgh the Series of 
fo miny Centuries, that this was ihe day Gt bis Nativity and birch, 
we ought to pay fo much deference ard teſpe & to the practique 
znd authority thereof, as not to deſpiſe the ſaid tradition, but to 
think he was bot this day, rather than any other, and to com- 
memorat the Mercy and Myllezy of his Naivity with thank full! 
hearts. | am not exhorting you to Luxury and riot, to ranting, 
revell ing and carnal tejoyceing. (if ye will tesſt, feaſt the Poor, 
lend portions to them who hase not, that the lcyns of 
the Needy may bleſs you) but to a Spiritual rejoygeing, and to 
ſay with David, Plal 118. Thrs is the day which God made, we 
evil rejoyee and be giad in it. As what foul can be fo drouſie and 
and dull, as not to lift up it ſelf in Holy grawlations to heaven, 
in the ſenſe of ttat Mytiericus work cf; is own Ke!emprion, 
through the Incarnation of the ſon of Gad, which is a Myſtery 
that Angels and Archangels deſire to pry ivto, a Depth which the 
| ſhort line whether of Angel vr Man, can not Fathom or fund, 
for as God ſays of Adam immediaily atter the fall Geneſ: 3. 22 
Ihe Man 14 nu become as one of Us; even 10 may we lay this 
day, that God is become as cue of out ſelves; 3nd that he is come 
into a co-parirary with Man, in all the finleſs frailties and iafir- 
mit ies of hie Natuze and Lite, that we might be mace partzker: 
ot the Divine Nature, having eſcaped the Cermorion: that is 2. 
broad in the Warld through Luſt. O! Sweetelt Feſu! bow far 
bas thy mankind Love tranſported thee, while it pluckt thee out 
of the Warm h:ſoam of thy heavenly Father, where thou was 
daily bis delight, r1cjoycing continually tefore him, add cloath- 
ed thee with the Vile Rag: of Mans fleſh and Humapity, Mo. 
ved these to ſojourn here below, about XR KIIl years & an Bn 
ä 
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and to mike thy abode among the Sons of men} who mould not 
remember this Love with Love again? and whoſe beart would 


not burn within him while ſuch things are talked unto him? and 
lelrg a Tree is beſt known by irs iruir, and obedience is the beft 
evidence of our Love, 3s ſays our Saviour, if ye love me keep my 
Commandments, how ought it to bs our Meat and drink to doe 
the Will of cur Heaverly Father, and to dee ſome thing for 
him who has dons fo much for us? tur alace!how do wee live 
the reverſe uf Goſps! precepts, and walk Antipedes to the ins 
junRtions of our Holy Religion, eherchy ihewing, our ſelves 2 


Generation of baptized Heathens, and leaving ſcarce any other 


CharaRteriftick or mark of diſtinction betwixe our ſelves, and 


and the more baidarous Nations, but a better Name and worſe 


Vices, and how may this be ſpoken to our reproach, fin being 2 


rexroach to any people, but much more to them who know the f 
Right and do the wrong, for did the prophane iwearer conſider that 


the Lord of Glory come ſuch a long Journey, no ſhorter than from 


Heaven to Earth, to ſave him both trom the guilt & guniſhment of 
fin; Could be be ſounthackful to him, orcruel to his own Soul 2s. 
to ſay all his Feayers backward & co pray that G:4might Erernal“ 
ly damn bim in tead of delivering him from the Wrath to come? 
Could the impure Adulterer that may know, that his Body ought 


te bs the Temple of the Ho'y Ghoſt, walt the Harloc in the T wis 
ligh: ? Could the Drunkatd, Thief and Robber fall about their 


Works of Darkneſs, and hidden ihing of Diſhoneſty; and when 


the Curtains of the Evening are (ire:ched over the Eirthꝰ or could 
tha: filthinefs be found lurking in our Skirts, that is not fo much 


as nimed 2mong the Gentiles ? Nay were the Report of the 


Gotpel beligved concerning Chriſt that he was made micifeſt in 


the fl ſh; to defittoy the works of the Devil in us: how. quickly 
{nauld we become a Holy Nation, a choſen Generation, 
Royal Pi etchood to our God? fo that it ſhould be 2s difficult 
and haid to find ons bad Chriftian,as now it is to fiaza gd one 
And therefore how importunate ſhould we be with Heaveo, t 
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as Christ has come in the fleſh, fo secordingv he may come 

the Sphit to cur ſelves, wort ing a change upon Heatt and Lite, 
that de thus ſeing of the travel of his Soul among us here on 
Esrth, in his own due time we may come to ſce the ſalvation 
of God in the face of his Anoſated above. To whom rwith the Fer 


ther and Spirit of 'irace, three in one, and one in three, be ali praiſe 


World dont haut End. AMEN. ‚ 
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